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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR EXTRACTING
A SAMPLE FROM A SURFACE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/332,486, filed May 7, 2010, entitled SYS-
TEM AND METHOD FOR EXTRACTING A SAMPLE
FROM A SURFACE, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

The applicant’s teachings were made with government
support under Contract No. DE-AC05-000R22725 awarded
by the U.S. Department of Energy. The government has cer-
tain rights in the applicant’s teachings.

FIELD

The applicant’s teachings relate to an apparatus and
method for extracting a sample from a surface for analysis by
mass spectrometry.

INTRODUCTION

Many types of atmospheric pressure surface analysis tech-
niques have been developed for mass spectrometric detection.
Typically, these techniques desorb or remove analytes from a
solid surface by one mechanism and ionize them by another.
Thermal desorption in the form of hot gases (ASAP, DART),
laser (MALDI), or IR radiation is one means to desorb ana-
lytes. Acoustic desorption in the form of high frequency
vibrations is another technique to desorb analytes. Solvent
extraction by various means is yet another technique which
includes bouncing nebulized droplets off a surface (DESI),
establishing a liquid junction on a surface confined by surface
tension forces (SSP), or by forming a mechanical seal on the
surface to confine the liquid such as would be achieved with
“o0”-rings (Van Berkel, G. I.; Pasilis, S. P.; Ovchinnikova, O.
“Established and Emerging Atmospheric Pressure Surface
Sampling/Ionization Techniques for Mass Spectrometry.” J.
Mass Spectrom., 2008, 43, 1161-1180.) Ionization of the
desorbed analytes is typically achieved by some variation of
either chemical ionization or electrospray ionization by all of
the above mentioned techniques.

Liquid extraction desorption techniques are the least
destructive to analyte molecules because the amount of
energy deposited into the system is minimized. An extraction
solvent is brought in contact with a surface in order to dissolve
the sample adhering to the surface. Hydrophilic surfaces will
adsorb, dissipate, and retain hydrophilic solvents not allow-
ing the analytes to be effectively removed and ionized for
mass spectrometric detection.

There are many important hydrophilic solid materials used
for the sampling and storage of aqueous based samples such
as biological fluids and environmental samples. Cellulose or
paper based substrates are widely used because of their
adsorptive properties and chemical stability in the dry state.
Hydrophilic surfaces such as these are very difficult to
directly analyze with a mass spectrometer by liquid extrac-
tion desorption techniques because the liquid remains in the
paper. Indirect analysis can be done but it adds extra tests in
the process and is laborious and time consuming. Typically,
the region of the paper that contains the sample is physically
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excised followed by addition of large volumes of solvent,
filtration and centrifugation steps. Also, when high spatial
resolution is required physical excision can blur the bound-
aries.

SUMMARY

In accordance with an aspect of the applicant’s teachings,
a system is provided for extracting a sample from a sample
surface. A sample is provided, and a sample surface receives
the sample which is deposited on the sample surface. A
hydrophobic material is applied to the sample surface and one
or more devices are configured to dispense a liquid on the
sample, the liquid dissolving the sample to form a dissolved
sample material, and the one or more devices are configured
to extract the dissolved sample material from the sample
surface. In various embodiments, the sample surface com-
prises an absorptive layer which can be a hydrophilic mate-
rial. The absorptive layer can be selected from a group con-
sisting of paper, fabric, porous ceramic material and a
combination thereof. In various aspects, a substrate provides
mechanical support to the absorptive layer. In various
embodiments, the hydrophobic material is selected from a
group consisting of silicone, fluorinated alkane, and waxes.
The hydrophobic material can comprise patterns in the
absorptive layer of the sample surface forming sample wells
prior to depositing the sample. In various aspects, the system
further comprises hydrophobic barriers and moats to contain
overflow of the sample from the sample wells. In various
aspects, a hydrophobic layer can form over the region of the
absorptive layer containing the sample. The hydrophobic
material can comprise a solid phase at 293.15 K. In various
embodiments, the sample can be embedded in the absorptive
layer, and it can comprise a biological material, such as blood
ortissue. In various aspects, the liquid can comprise a solvent
that dissolves the sample. The one or more devices can com-
prise a liquid extraction surface sampling probe or a robotic
arm configured to move a pipette tip to and away from the
sample. In various embodiments, the one or more devices can
comprise providing a charged pneumatically generated spray
to create charged droplets that can extract the dissolved
sample material from the sample surface. In various embodi-
ments, the system further comprises ionizing the extracted
dissolved sample material with an electrospray ionization
device, an atmospheric chemical ionization device, an induc-
tively coupled plasma ionization device, or an atmospheric
photo ionization device. The ionized dissolved sample mate-
rial can be analyzed by a mass spectrometer.

In another aspect, a method is provided for extracting a
sample from a sample surface. A sample is provided, and a
sample surface receives the sample which is deposited on the
sample surface. A hydrophobic material is applied to the
sample surface and one or more devices are configured to
dispense a liquid on the sample, the liquid dissolving the
sample to form a dissolved sample material, and the one or
more devices are configured to extract the dissolved sample
material from the sample surface. In various embodiments,
the sample surface comprises an absorptive layer which can
be a hydrophilic material. The absorptive layer can be
selected from a group consisting of paper, fabric, porous
ceramic material and a combination thereof. In various
aspects, a substrate provides mechanical support to the
absorptive layer. In various embodiments, the hydrophobic
material is selected from a group consisting of silicone, flu-
orinated alkane, and waxes. The hydrophobic material can
comprise patterns in the absorptive layer of the sample sur-
face forming sample wells prior to depositing the sample. In



US 9,063,047 B2

3

various aspects, the method further comprises hydrophobic
barriers and moats to contain overflow of the sample from the
sample wells. In various aspects, a hydrophobic layer can
form over the region of the absorptive layer containing the
sample. The hydrophobic material can comprise a solid phase
at 293.15 K. In various embodiments, the sample can be
embedded in the absorptive layer, and it can comprise a bio-
logical material, such as blood or tissue. In various aspects,
the liquid can comprise a solvent that dissolves the sample.
The one or more devices can comprise a liquid extraction
surface sampling probe or a robotic arm configured to move a
pipette tip to and away from the sample. In various embodi-
ments, the one or more devices can comprise providing a
charged pneumatically generated spray to create charged
droplets that can extract the dissolved sample material from
the sample surface. In various embodiments, the method fur-
ther comprises ionizing the extracted dissolved sample mate-
rial with an electrospray ionization device, an atmospheric
chemical ionization device, an inductively coupled plasma
ionization device, or an atmospheric photo ionization device.
The ionized dissolved sample material can be analyzed by a
mass spectrometer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The skilled person in the art will understand that the draw-
ings, described below, are for illustration purposes only. The
drawings are not intended to limit the scope of the applicant’s
teachings in anyway.

FIG. 1A schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
aprior art microionspray device including a liquid microjunc-
tion surface sampling probe and the fluid flow paths in the
microionspray device in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 1B schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a proximal end of a prior art liquid microjunction surface
sampling probe in accordance with various embodiments of
the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 2A schematically illustrates a vertical cross-section of
an absorptive layer comprising a sample in accordance with
various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 2B schematically illustrates a vertical cross-sectional
view of an adsorptive layer comprising a sample on a sub-
strate prior to application of a hydrophobic material in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 2C schematically illustrates a vertical cross-sectional
view of an adsorptive layer comprising a sample on a sub-
strate after application of a hydrophobic material in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 3A schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a hydrophilic adsorptive layer comprising a sample prior to
application of a hydrophobic material in accordance with
various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 3B schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a hydrophilic adsorptive layer comprising a sample followed
by application of a hydrophobic material in accordance with
various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 3C schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
the hydrophobic treated surface and sample and a proximal
end of a liquid microjunction surface sampling probe during
the operation of the sampling probe in accordance with vari-
ous embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 3D schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
the hydrophobic treated surface and sample and the proximal
end of the liquid microjunction surface sampling probe after
the operation of the sampling probe in accordance with vari-
ous embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.
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FIG. 4A schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a hydrophilic adsorptive layer with hydrophobic barriers
prior to depositing and embedding the sample. Hydrophobic
barriers on sides and bottom prevent diffusion of sample and
extraction solvent over the sides and out the bottom in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 4B schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a hydrophilic adsorptive layer with hydrophobic barriers after
sample is deposited and embedded. Hydrophobic barriers on
sides and bottom prevent diffusion of sample and extraction
solvent over the sides and out the bottom in accordance with
various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 4C schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a hydrophilic adsorptive layer prior to depositing and embed-
ding the sample. Hydrophobic barriers on the bottom and
alternating hydrophobic barriers and hydrophilic side over-
flow moats prevent lateral diffusion of extraction solvent and
maintain a constant volume of sample in the inner sampling
region when inner region is overfilled with sample in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 4D schematically illustrates a cross-sectional view of
a hydrophilic adsorptive layer with excessive sample depos-
ited and embedded. Hydrophobic barriers on the bottom and
alternating hydrophobic barriers and hydrophilic side over-
flow moats prevent lateral diffusion of extraction solvent and
maintain a constant volume of sample in the inner sampling
region when inner region is overfilled with sample in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 5A-5E schematically illustrate sequential side views
of an experimental set-up employing a pipette and a robotic
arm sampling paper containing blood spot samples in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 6 shows an annotated picture of absorbed water drop-
lets on an untreated hydrophilic high performance thin layer
chromatography normal phase (HPTLC) plate and unab-
sorbed water droplets on a hydrophobic coated normal phase
HPTLC plate in accordance with various embodiments of the
applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 7 shows an unabsorbed water droplet on a hydropho-
bic coated absorbent cleaning tissue (KimWipes®) in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 8 shows an unabsorbed water droplet on a hydropho-
bic coated blood spot paper in accordance with various
embodiments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9A shows a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of
190 (corresponding to hydrastinine) from a liquid microjunc-
tion surface sample probe scan of a post-development treated
normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chromatography
on a sample of goldenseal root extract coated with a hydro-
phobic material in accordance with various embodiments of
the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9B is a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of 384
(corresponding to hydrastine) from the liquid microjunction
surface sample probe scan of the post-development treated
normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chromatography
on a sample of goldenseal root extract coated with a hydro-
phobic material in accordance with various embodiments of
the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9C is a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of 338
(corresponding to jatrorrhizine) from the liquid microjunc-
tion surface sample probe scan of the post-development
treated normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chroma-
tography on a sample of goldenseal root extract coated with a
hydrophobic material in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9D is a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of 352
(corresponding to berberastine) from the liquid microjunc-
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tion surface sample probe scan of the post-development
treated normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chroma-
tography on a sample of goldenseal root extract coated with a
hydrophobic material in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9E is a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of 336
(corresponding to berberine) from the liquid microjunction
surface sample probe scan of the post-development treated
normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chromatography
on a sample of goldenseal root extract coated with a hydro-
phobic material in accordance with various embodiments of
the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9F is a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of 370
(corresponding to canadaline) from the liquid microjunction
surface sample probe scan of the post-development treated
normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chromatography
on a sample of the goldenseal root extract coated with a
hydrophobic material in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the applicant’s teachings.

FIG. 9G is a time-dependent readout at m/z setting of 340
(corresponding to tetrahydrobeberine) from the liquid micro-
junction surface sample probe scan of the post-development
treated normal phase HPTLC plate obtained from chroma-
tography on a sample of goldenseal root extract coated with a
hydrophobic material in accordance with various embodi-
ments of the applicant’s teachings.

DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS EMBODIMENTS

It is noted that like and corresponding elements mentioned
herein and illustrated in the drawings are referred to by like
reference numerals. Itis also noted that proportions of various
elements in the accompanying figures are not drawn to scale
to enable clear illustration of elements having smaller dimen-
sions relative to other elements having larger dimensions.

It should be understood that the phrase “a” or “an” used in
conjunction with the applicant’s teachings with reference to
various elements encompasses “one or more” or “at least one”
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

Reference is made to FIG. 1A which schematically illus-
trates a cross-sectional view of a prior art microionspray
device including a liquid microjunction surface sampling
probe and the fluid paths in the microionspray device. Refer-
ring to FIG. 1B, a cross-sectional view of a proximal end of a
prior art liquid microjunction surface sampling probe is
shown. Before the operation of a liquid microjunction surface
sampling probe, which is also referred to as an “emitter,” a
proximal end of the liquid microjunction surface sampling
probe is brought in proximity to a surface of a sample. The
distance between the proximal end of the liquid microjunc-
tion surface sampling probe and the surface of the sample is
maintained at a distance that enables formation of a liquid
microjunction interface. The distance can be typically from
20 microns to 50 microns.

A liquid, which is referred to as an eluting solvent or an
eluent, is pumped toward a surface of a sample through an
annulus of a solvent delivery capillary located within a probe
or an “emitter.” The liquid flow toward the sample is referred
to as solvent flow. The sample can be any material that can be
dissolved in the eluting solvent. For example, the sample can
be a thin tissue section having a thickness from 5 microns to
100 microns. The sample can be mounted to a substrate such
as a glass slide. The eluting solvent can form a liquid micro-
junction with the surface of the sample, which is effected by
holding the proximal end of the liquid microjunction surface
sampling probe within a distance sufficient to maintain the
liquid microjunction interface from the sample surface.
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Materials from the surface of the sample can be dissolved
in the eluting solvent. The mixture of the eluting solvent and
the dissolved materials is referred to as an eluate, which is
aspirated from the surface of the sample through an inner
sampling capillary that is surrounded by the annular solvent
delivery capillary. The flow of the eluate from the sample
surface is referred to as spray flow. The spray flow can be
directed into an atmospheric pressure ion source of a mass
spectrometer. FIG. 1B shows a set of dimensions for a proxi-
mal end of a coaxial liquid microjunction surface sampling
probe.

Additional details of liquid extraction surface sampling
probes are provided in Gary J. Van Berkel et al., “Thin-Layer
Chromatography and Electrospray Mass Spectroscopy
Coupled Using a Surface Sampling Probe,” Anal. Chem.
2002, 74, pp. 6216-6223; Keiji G. Asano et al., “Self-aspirat-
ing atmospheric pressure chemical ionization source for
direct sampling of analytes on surfaces and in liquid solu-
tions,” Rapid Commun. Mass Spectrom. 2005, 19, pp. 2305-
2312; and U.S. Pat. No. 6,803,566 to Gary J. Van Berkel.

Because a microjunction interface is laterally exposed
when a liquid microjunction surface sampling probe is
employed, the eluting solvent is continuously fed to the
periphery of a microjunction interface. When a surface is an
absorbent layer, i.e., as in the case of a piece of paper or a
piece of fabric in which the sample, such as blood is embed-
ded, the eluting solvent is continuously absorbed at the
periphery of the microjunction interface, disrupting the
microjunction and making retrieval or extraction of the liquid
and sample from the surface impossible as the eluate spreads
throughout the surface. Other forms of liquid extractions,
such as sprayed droplets or attempts at mechanical seals, will
suffer a similar fate; the affinity of the hydrophilic liquid for
the hydrophilic surface will cause the liquid to adsorb into and
migrate through the surface material making it no longer
available for a measurement by direct analysis.

Hydrophobic surfaces will promote the formation of sur-
face tension barriers at the interface of hydrophilic solvents.
In this situation, provided the surface is not excessively
hydrophobic preventing any penetration of the solvent, the
droplets will maintain their integrity held intact by surface
tension at the edges and still allow sufficient contact at and
below the surface to extract sample. However, in order to
allow the extraction solvent and the surface on which the
sample is deposited to be effectively separated they must have
dissimilar properties.

The applicant’s teachings relate to the desorption and dis-
solution of a sample from a surface by liquid extraction
mechanisms. The applicant’s teachings can allow for the
direct analysis of a wide variety of surfaces with a wide
variety of solvents and, in particular, can allow for the direct
analysis of hydrophobic surfaces with hydrophilic solvents.

Referring to FIG. 2A, in various embodiments in accor-
dance with the applicant’s teachings, a sample surface for
depositing a sample on the sample surface comprises an
absorptive layer 20 that can have an absorptive portion 20A.
In various embodiments, the sample can be embedded in the
absorptive portion 20A. The absorptive portion 20A can be
free of foreign material and can comprise a layer that can
absorb a fluid. The sample can be deposited and can be
embedded on the absorptive portion 20A of the absorptive
layer 20 of the sample surface, as shown in region 30 of FIG.
2A. In various aspects, the absorptive layer 20 of FIG. 2A can
be prepared, for example, by providing a pristine absorptive
layer consisting of the foreign-material-free absorptive por-
tion 20A. Upon exposure of a portion of the foreign-material-
free absorptive portion 20A to a sample material in the form
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of'a fluid, the fluid can be absorbed or adsorbed to the foreign-
material-free absorptive portion 20A, forming the sample
region 30 comprising the fluid. Since the pristine absorptive
layer as provided can have a porous structure before forma-
tion of the sample region 30, the absorptive layer 20, com-
prising the sample region 30 and the foreign-material-free
absorptive portion 20A, also can include a porous structure
which can allow the sample material to be adsorbed in the
sample region 30.

In various embodiments, the absorptive layer 20 can com-
prise a piece of paper, a piece of cloth, a porous ceramic
material, or a combination thereof. The absorptive layer 20
can comprise, but is not limited to, a hydrophilic material. The
thickness of the absorptive layer 20 can be, for example, from
about 100 microns to about 10 mm, although as will be
appreciated by those of skill in the art, lesser and greater
thicknesses can also be employed.

Referring to FIG. 2B, in various embodiments in accor-
dance with the applicant’s teachings, the absorptive layer 20
can be disposed on a top surface of a substrate 10. The sub-
strate 10 can be a structure that provides mechanical support
to the absorptive layer 20. As such, use of the substrate 10 is
optional when the absorptive layer 20 alone provides suffi-
cient mechanical support during subsequent analysis of the
sample region 30. If the absorptive layer 20 does not provide
sufficient mechanical strength to withstand subsequent analy-
sis on the sample region 30, for example, as in the case of a
thin paper tissue including a sample material, the substrate 10
can provide mechanical support to the absorptive layer 20.

The top surface of the substrate 10 can contact the back side
surface of the absorptive layer 20. In various aspects, the top
surface of the substrate can be a hydrophobic surface. The
combination of the absorptive layer 20 and the substrate 10 is
herein referred to as a sample assembly (10, 20). The sub-
strate 10 can include a metallic material, an insulator mate-
rial, or any other rigid material provided that the substrate 10
can provide sufficient mechanical support during subsequent
analysis of the embedded sample material in the sample
region by liquid extraction methods. In various embodiments,
the sample region 30 can be formed within the absorptive
layer 20 prior to bringing the absorptive layer 20 into contact
with the substrate 10. In various embodiments, the absorptive
layer 20 can be brought into contact with the substrate priorto
formation of the sample region 30 by exposure to a sample
material.

Referring to FIG. 2C, in various embodiments in accor-
dance with the applicant’s teachings, a hydrophobic material
can be applied to the absorptive layer 20, of the sample
surface, which contains the sample 30. In various embodi-
ments, the hydrophobic material can be applied by spray
coating around and on top of the sample region 30. In various
embodiments, the hydrophobic material can be applied to the
entirety of the absorptive layer 20, for example, by immersion
or by spin coating.

In various embodiments, a hydrophobic material can be
applied, for example, by spraying or dipping onto an absorp-
tive layer having regions where samples have been previously
deposited, which may include, but is not limited to, a biologi-
cal sample or a chemical sample. The hydrophobic material
can be embedded throughout the absorptive layer around the
sample region to form a hydrophobic barrier peripheral to the
sample preventing lateral diffusion of the extraction solvent
and sample. The portion of the hydrophobic material applied
over the sample region can form a thin and thus porous
hydrophobic layer. Liquid extraction of the analyte molecules
in the sample can occur through the porous hydrophobic
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barrier but the liquid can be confined by the continuous
hydrophobic barrier peripheral to the sample.

In various embodiments, the hydrophobic material can be
impregnated into the adsorptive layer prior to adding the
sample. Patterned regions of hydrophobic barriers and under-
coatings surrounding hydrophilic adsorptive areas for
samples can confine the extraction liquid in a similar fashion
to a non-patterned approach.

After application of the hydrophobic material, the sample
assembly (10, 20) can be dried to allow volatile components
of the sprayed material to evaporate. In various aspects, the
drying period, for example, can be, but is not limited to, from
about 1 minute to about 24 hours. The applied hydrophobic
material can form a hydrophobic peripheral portion 22, which
can comprise a hydrophobic material which can be embedded
and can laterally confine the sample region 30. The entire
periphery of the sample region 30 can be laterally surrounded
by the hydrophobic peripheral portion 20. For example, in the
case of a sample spot in a two-dimensional sheet, or two sides
of the sample region 30 can be laterally contacted by two
disjoined hydrophobic peripheral portions 20, for example, as
in the case of a sample band in a strip such as a HPTLC plate.
The hydrophobic peripheral portion 22 can be formed as the
applied hydrophobic material can be embedded in an absorp-
tive portion 20 A contacting the sample region 30. The absorp-
tive portion 20 A can be substantially free of foreign material
or it can comprise low foreign material.

A hydrophobic layer 32 can be formed over the sample
region 30. The hydrophobic layer 32 can be much thinner than
the hydrophobic barrier 22 formed in the adsorbent material
where no sample is present because sample has already satu-
rated the adsorptive material. The thinness of layer 32 can be
thinner than the thick deeply penetrating barrier formed at 22
because he sample has already saturated this area of the
adsorptive material. The hydrophobic layer 32 can comprise
the same material as the embedded hydrophobic material in
the hydrophobic peripheral portion 22 but because it is much
thinner, it has a degree of porosity allowing the solvent to
penetrate into the sample while maintaining the property of
preventing rapid and uncontrolled diffusion of the liquid
throughout the adsorbent layer.

The treatment of the absorptive layer 20 by application of
the hydrophobic material can reduce the wettability of the
surface of the absorptive layer 20 so that an extraction liquid
or sprayed droplets do not diffuse into the non-sample portion
of the layer. The hydrophobic peripheral portion 22 immedi-
ately adjacent to the sample can inhibit the radial elution of
analyte and extraction solvent from the sample region 30
within the absorptive layer 20.

In various aspects, the treatment of the absorptive layer 20
does not disrupt the spatial distribution of the embedded
sample material within the sample region 30. In various
aspects, the treatment of the absorptive layer 20 can allow the
embedded sample material within the sample region 30 to be
dissolved and extracted from the surface of the absorptive
layer 20 during the operation of a liquid extraction. In various
aspects, the treatment of the absorptive layer 20 does not
contribute to a detrimental matrix effect, i.e., it does not result
in ion suppression or inhibit analyte extraction from the sur-
face.

An example of a suitable hydrophobic material that can be
applied to the absorptive layer 20 of the sample surface can be
silicone. A commercially available source of'silicone can be a
silicone spray that can typically be employed as a lubricant or
as a water proofing agent.

Upon application onto the absorptive layer 20, silicone
forms the hydrophobic peripheral portion 22 and the hydro-
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phobic layer 32, which can impart hydrophobic character to
the surface and the ability to form a stable liquid/solid inter-
face. The thin silicone layer over the sample can have a degree
of porosity allowing the extraction solvent to penetrate, dis-
solve the sample, and be withdrawn without dispersing and
diffusing throughout the absorbent layer. The thick layer at 22
can be impermeable to the extraction solvent. Commercially
available silicone sprays can include, but are not limited to,
Carta Magic Trio™ and Kiwi Camp Dry™.

Other examples of suitable hydrophobic materials that can
be applied to the absorptive layer 20 of the sample surface are
alkanes and fluorinated alkanes. Alkanes and fluorinated
alkanes in the form of solids, liquids, or aerosols are often
referred to as waxes, and can be applied to the surface by
melting, painting, or spraying. Materials of this type can
provide the option to pattern the adsorptive material defining
regions that can comprise sample wells where samples can be
deposited. The volume of the adsorptive sample well to be
extracted by liquid can be controlled, and the extracted
sample can be directly analyzed by atmospheric pressure
ionization mass spectrometry.

Other reagents that can form a chemical bond instead of
forming a physical association can also be employed pro-
vided that such reagents can form the hydrophobic peripheral
portion 22 and optionally the hydrophobic layer 32 to render
at least a portion of the top surface of the absorptive layer 20
hydrophobic.

The hydrophobic material can be in a solid phase at the
operating temperature of the liquid extraction surface sam-
pling probe. In various embodiments, the hydrophobic mate-
rial can be in a solid phase at 293.15 K, i.e., at room tempera-
ture.

Referring to FIG. 3A, in various embodiments according to
the applicant’s teachings, a schematic cross-sectional view of
the sample assembly (10, 20) is shown prior to application of
a hydrophobic material. The sample can be added to the
adsorptive material in region 30. This step corresponds to the
processing step of FIG. 2B. The porosity of the absorptive
layer 20 is schematically illustrated by circles. In various
embodiments, the embedded sample material of the sample
region 30 can be located between structural units, such as a
fiber, of the absorptive layer 30. In various embodiments, the
embedded sample material of the sample region 30 can per-
meate into each structural unit, such as a fiber, of the absorp-
tive layer 30.

Referring to FIG. 3B, in various embodiments according to
the applicant’s teachings, a schematic cross-sectional view of
the sample assembly (10, 20) is shown after application of a
hydrophobic material. This step corresponds to the process-
ing step of FIG. 2C. A thin, porous hydrophobic layer 32 can
cover the sample.

Referring to FIG. 3C, in various embodiments according to
the applicant’s teachings, at least one device 40 can be
brought to the top surface of the sample assembly (10, 20).
The at least one device 40 can be configured to dispense a
liquid onto the sample assembly and to extract the liquid from
the sample assembly. The thin hydrophobic layer can allow
solvent to penetrate and be extracted but inhibits excessive
spreading across the surface. The at least one device 40 can be
a single device that dispenses and extracts the liquid, or it can
be a plurality of devices comprising a first device that can
dispense the liquid and a second device that can extract the
liquid.

In various embodiments, at least one device 40 can be a
liquid extraction surface sampling probe. In various embodi-
ments, the liquid extraction surface sampling probe can be
brought into proximity with the sample region 30. In various
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aspects, a liquid can be fed to the sample region 30, for
example, through an annular capillary. Typically, the liquid
can be a solvent that can be capable of dissolving the sample
embedded in region 30. The liquid is referred to as an eluting
solvent or an eluent. The liquid in the sample region 30 can
dissolve the embedded sample in region 30. The sample
region 30 during the dissolution of the embedded material by
the presence of the liquid is herein referred to as a dissolving
sample region 34. The liquid that passes through an inner
capillary and pulled away from the dissolving sample region
34 forms a stream of eluate. The composition of the eluate can
comprise the liquid of the eluent and the dissolved material
that originates from the embedded sample material forming a
dissolved sample material.

The liquid microjunction surface sampling probe can be
configured to provide the stream of eluate while maintaining
a liquid microjunction interface between a proximal surface
of the liquid microjunction surface sampling probe and the
thin hydrophobic layer covering the sample in the absorptive
layer 20. The proximal surface of the liquid microjunction
surface sampling probe can be the end surface of the housing
or the outer tube that surrounds the annular capillary that can
be placed close to the surface of the absorptive layer 20 during
the extraction step. The liquid microjunction interface can be
formed between the liquid extraction surface sampling probe
and the top surface of the absorptive layer 20 over the dis-
solving sample region 34. During the operation of the liquid
extraction surface sampling probe, the embedded sample
material forming a dissolved sample material can be extracted
from the dissolving sample region. Alternately, the liquid
extraction surface sampling probe can be a sealing surface
sampling probe (SSSP).

Theliquid extraction surface sampling probe can include at
least one inlet (not shown) for letting in the liquid, the stream
of'eluent, and an outlet (not shown) for letting out the stream
of eluate. The inlet can be contiguously connected to the
annular capillary through which the eluent can flow toward
the absorptive layer 20. The outlet can be contiguously con-
nected to the inner capillary through which the stream of
eluate can flow. The end of the inner capillary can be the outlet
dispensing into an atmospheric pressure ionization source of
a mass spectrometer.

In various embodiments, at least one device 40 can be
configured to dispense a liquid onto the sample assembly and
also withdraw the dissolved sample material from the sample
assembly. In various embodiments, at least a first device can
be configured to dispense a liquid onto the sample assembly,
and a second device can be configured to extract the dissolved
sample material from the sample assembly (10, 20). The first
device and the second device can be two distinct pieces that
move independently, or they can be mounted on a same probe
that can approach the top surface of the sample assembly (10,
20) before operation.

In various embodiments, at least one device can be config-
ured to pneumatically generate a stream of charged droplets
onto the sample assembly, similar to the device shown in FIG.
1A. The high velocity charged droplets can momentarily
contact the sample material on or embedded in the sample
surface and can dissolve the sample material. The charged
droplets can extract, in a fashion similar to the microliquid
junction, the dissolved sample material from the sample sur-
face and can rebound from the sample surface into an ioniza-
tion device.

Referring to FIG. 3D, in various embodiments according to
the applicant’s teachings, a schematic cross-sectional view of
the sample assembly (10, 20) and the proximal end of the at
least one device 40 are shown after the extraction operation.



US 9,063,047 B2

11

The absorptive layer 20 can include an analyzed area 31
laterally contacting the hydrophobic peripheral portion 22.
The extent of the lateral diffusion of the liquid can be limited
by the hydrophobic peripheral portion 22 that laterally sur-
rounds or otherwise laterally confines the liquid within the
dissolving sample region 34 during the extraction operation.
Therefore, once the extraction operation is complete, the
entirety of the analyzed area can be substantially free of any
foreign material, i.e. can have substantially the same compo-
sition as the original material of the absorptive layer 20 before
the sample region 30 is formed therein.

In another embodiment in FIGS. 4A-D, in various embodi-
ments according to the applicant’s teachings, a sample well
35 can be formed within the adsorptive material before the
sample is added, for example, by patterning layers of wax into
side barriers 36 and a bottom barrier 37 as shown in FIG. 4A.
When sample is added to the well, it can fill to a constant
volume as shown in FIG. 4B and excess sample can spill over
the barrier spreading into adjacent adsorptive areas. A con-
stant analysis volume can be obtained when excess sample is
available and accurate pipetting of sample is not practical. In
FIG. 4C, in various embodiments according to the applicant’s
teachings, an additional hydrophobic barrier 38 can surround
the sampling area creating an adsorptive moat 39. As shown
in FIG. 4D, in various embodiments according to the appli-
cant’s teachings, when excess sample overflows out of the
sample well 30, it can be contained and prevented from
spreading to other regions of the adsorptive paper by the moat
39.

Referring to FIGS. 5A-5E, in various embodiments
according to the applicant’s teachings, the at least one device
40 in FIGS. 3C and 3D can be replaced with a set of devices
configured to dispense a liquid onto a sample assembly and to
extract or retrieve the liquid from the sample assembly. A
plurality of sample assemblies can be analyzed sequentially
in various embodiments.

In various aspects, the at least one device can dispense a
liquid onto a sample assembly and extract the liquid from the
sample assembly simultaneously or with a time interval
between the dispensation and the extraction. Further, the at
least one device can dispense a liquid onto the sample assem-
bly continuously or intermittently. Likewise, the at least one
device can extract the liquid from the sample assembly con-
tinuously or intermittently.

At least one exposed well can be filled with a liquid, which
can be an extraction solvent, to be used for the extraction of
dissolved materials from a sample region in the sample
assembly. In operation, to begin the surface sampling process,
the robotic arm picks up a conductive pipette tip and moves
the tip to a position above the well containing the extraction
solvent as shown in FIG. 5A. The tip can be lowered into the
well, and the liquid can be aspirated into the tip as shown in
FIG. 5B.

Then, the pipette tip can be positioned above the sample
region of the sample assembly (which corresponds to the
sample region 30 in FIG. 2C) to be sampled. A specific
volume of the liquid can be dispensed onto the sample from
the tip. The liquid can be dispensed without breaking a liquid
junction between the pipette tip and surface of the sample
region of the sample assembly as shown in FIG. 5C. The
liquid can be confined within the sample region; see the
sample region 30 in FIG. 2C, due to the presence of the
hydrophobic peripheral portion 22 without being absorbed
into a foreign-material-free absorptive portion 20A (See FIG.
2C). The diameter of such a liquid junction can be on the order
of'the dimension of the pipette tip, which is typically about 1
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mm in diameter. The distance between the tip and the surface,
and the volumes aspirated and dispensed can be optimized for
each individual surface.

The solution containing a dissolved sample material sub-
sequently can be aspirated back into the tip of the pipette as
shown in FIG. 5D. The collected liquid, the sample solution,
can be sprayed through a nanospray nozzle as shown in FIG.
5E. If a mass spectrometer is provided at the nozzle of the
nanospray, the mass spectrometric response of the analyte of
interest can be collected, for example, using selected reaction
monitoring (SRM).

The robotic arm can withdraw from the well and engage the
pipette tip to the back of a nanospray chip, which is an
electrospray ionization (ESI) chip. This chip contains micro-
fabricated nozzles to generate nanoelectrospray ionization of
liquid samples at flow rates of 20-500 nl/min. The nanoelec-
trospray can be initiated by applying the appropriate high
voltage to the pipette tip and gas pressure on the liquid. If
necessary, each nozzle and pipette tip can be used only once
to eliminate any possibility of sample-to-sample carryover.
The mechanical components of the at least one device 40 of
this embodiment are described in Vilmoz Kertesz and Gary J.
Van Berkel, “Fully Automated Liquid Extraction-based Sur-
face Sampling and Ionization Using a Chip-based Robotic
Nanoelectrospray Platform,” J. Mass. Spectrom. Vol. 45,
Issue 3, Pages 252-260 (2009).

EXAMPLES

Referring to FIG. 6, in a first example, an absorptive layer
coated with a hydrophobic material according to the appli-
cant’s teachings is compared to an untreated surface.
Absorbed water droplets on an untreated hydrophilic high
performance thin layer chromatography normal phase
(HPTLC) plate are shown as two blurred spots on the left side
and unabsorbed water droplets on a hydrophobic-coating
treated normal phase HPTLC plate treated with a hydropho-
bic coating are shown as two water droplets in the middle. The
material that provides the hydrophobic coating in this
example is silicone. The sample region corresponds to the
area including the writing “OBMS” and “ORNL.” The hydro-
phobic coating renders the surface of the hydrophobic-coat-
ing treated normal phase HPTLC plate hydrophobic so that
the water droplets ball up on the surface instead of being
absorbed in the HPTLC plate as shown in the untreated plate.

Referring to FIG. 7, a second example of a hydrophobic-
coating-treated absorptive layer according to the applicant’s
teachings is shown, which is a hydrophobic-coating treated
absorbent cleaning tissue (KimWipes®) including several
sample regions. The formation of hydrophobic coating
peripheral portions and the hydrophobic layers renders the
surface of the treated absorbent cleaning tissue hydrophobic.
While an attempt to analyze sample regions on an untreated
absorbent cleaning tissue by liquid extraction surface sam-
pling probe would have resulted in lateral outward diffusion
of the embedded material within the absorbent cleaning tis-
sue, the hydrophobic coating peripheral portions on the
hydrophobic-coating-treated absorbent cleaning tissue later-
ally confine the embedded sample material after a liquid is
applied to the sample regions, thereby enabling the liquid
extraction surface sampling probe to collect all of the embed-
ded sample material without loss due to lateral outward dif-
fusion within the absorbent cleaning tissue.

Referring to FIG. 8, a third example of a hydrophobic-
coating-treated absorptive layer according to the applicant’s
teachings is shown, which is a hydrophobic-coating treated
blood spot paper. Blood spot paper has been widely used for
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analysis of blood samples. Due to the absorptive nature of the
blood spot paper, however, subjecting an embedded material
in a blood spot paper without hydrophobic treatment results
in lateral outward diffusion of the embedded material when a
liquid is applied, for example, in an attempt to generate an
eluate employing a liquid extraction surface sampling probe.
The hydrophobic-coating treatment on the blood spot paper
renders the surface of the blood spot paper hydrophobic as
illustrated by the hydrophobic-coating-treated absorptive
layer in FIG. 8. Once the surface of the blood spot paper
becomes hydrophobic, the hydrophobic-coating-treated
blood spot paper can be subjected to analysis by employing a
liquid extraction surface sampling probe without the loss of
the embedded sample material, i.e., the blood sample, due to
lateral outward diffusion within the blood spot paper.

FIGS. 9A-9G are time-dependent readouts at various m/z
settings from a liquid microjunction surface sample probe
scan of a post-development treated normal phase HPTLC
plate obtained from chromatography on a sample of a gold-
enseal root extract. The goldenseal root extract is a popular
herbal product derived from the goldenseal plant. The gold-
enseal root extract includes many chemicals such as ber-
berine, hydrasitine, and hydrastinine A high performance thin
layer chromatography (HPTLC) run was performed on the
goldenseal root extract employing a normal phase HPTLC
plate, which is hydrophilic. The normal phase HPTLC plate
was subsequently treated with a hydrophobic coating accord-
ing the methods of the applicant’s teachings so that the sur-
face of the normal phase HPTLC plate became hydrophobic.
Each band of the normal phase HPTLC was subjected to
analysis by a liquid extraction surface sampling probe.

The eluate from each band was subjected to mass spectros-
copy and a time dependent reading was taken at a predeter-
mined m/z setting corresponding to the expected composition
of each band.

When a first liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a first band in the hydrophobic-coating-treated
normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant intensity,
i.e., a signal well above the background level, was detected at
the m/z ratio of 190. FIG. 9A shows the time-dependent
readout at the m/z setting of 190 from the first liquid extrac-
tion surface sampling run on the first band. The x-axis of FIG.
9A is the time in minutes from the initiation of the first liquid
extraction surface sampling run, and the y-axis is the intensity
of the peak in arbitrary units as detected by the mass spec-
trometer. The m/z setting of 190 corresponds to hydrastinine,
a compound of the goldenseal root extract.

When a second liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a second band in the hydrophobic-coating-
treated normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant
intensity was detected at the m/z ratio of 384. FIG. 9B shows
the time-dependent readout at the m/z setting of 384 from the
second liquid extraction surface sampling run on the second
band. The x-axis of FIG. 9B is the time in minutes from the
initiation of the second liquid extraction surface sampling
run, and the y-axis is the intensity of the peak in arbitrary units
as detected by the mass spectrometer. The n/z setting of 384
corresponds to hydrastine, a compound of the goldenseal root
extract.

When a third liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a third band in the hydrophobic-coating-treated
normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant intensity
was detected at the m/z ratio of 338. FIG. 9C shows the
time-dependent readout at the m/z setting of 338 from the
third liquid extraction surface sampling run on the third band.
The x-axis of FIG. 9C is the time in minutes from the initia-
tion of the third liquid extraction surface sampling run, and
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the y-axis is the intensity of the peak in arbitrary units as
detected by the mass spectrometer. The m/z setting of 338
corresponds to jatrorrhizine, a compound of the goldenseal
root extract.

When a fourth liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a fourth band in the hydrophobic-coating-
treated normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant
intensity was detected at the m/z ratio of 352. FI1G. 9D shows
the time-dependent readout at the m/z setting of 352 from the
fourth liquid extraction surface sampling run on the fourth
band. The x-axis of FIG. 9D is the time in minutes from the
initiation of the fourth liquid extraction surface sampling run,
and the y-axis is the intensity of the peak in arbitrary units as
detected by the mass spectrometer. The m/z setting of 352
corresponds to berberastine, a compound of the goldenseal
root extract.

When a fifth liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a fifth band in the hydrophobic-coating-treated
normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant intensity
was detected at the m/z ratio of 336. FIG. 9E shows the
time-dependent readout at the m/z setting 0336 from the fifth
liquid extraction surface sampling run on the fifth band. The
x-axis of FIG. 9E is the time in minutes from the initiation of
the fifth liquid extraction surface sampling run, and the y-axis
is the intensity of the peak in arbitrary units as detected by the
mass spectrometer. The m/z setting of 336 corresponds to
berberine, a compound of the goldenseal root extract.

When a sixth liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a sixth band in the hydrophobic-coating-treated
normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant intensity
was detected at the m/z ratio of 370. FIG. 9F shows the
time-dependent readout at the m/z setting of 370 from the
sixth liquid extraction surface sampling run on the sixth band.
Thex-axis of FIG. 9F is the time in minutes from the initiation
of the sixth liquid extraction surface sampling run, and the
y-axis is the intensity of the peak in arbitrary units as detected
by the mass spectrometer. The m/z setting of 370 corresponds
to canadaline, a compound of the goldenseal root extract.

When a seventh liquid extraction surface sampling run was
performed on a seventh band in the hydrophobic-coating-
treated normal phase HPTLC plate, a signal of significant
intensity was detected at the m/z ratio of 340. FI1G. 9G shows
the time-dependent readout at the m/z setting of 340 from the
seventh liquid extraction surface sampling run on the seventh
band. The x-axis of FIG. 9G is the time in minutes from the
initiation of the seventh liquid extraction surface sampling
run, and the y-axis is the intensity of the peak in arbitrary units
as detected by the mass spectrometer. The nm/z setting of 340
corresponds to tetrahydrobeberine, a compound of the gold-
enseal root extract.

In summary, each liquid extraction surface sampling run on
a band in the hydrophobic-coating-treated normal phase
HPTLC plate extracted the chemical of the band successfully
without extracting materials of another band or contaminat-
ing another band by pushing out the material of the band
outward. The containment of the liquid, i.e., the eluting sol-
vent within each sample area of an individual band can be
effected by the presence of the hydrophobic peripheral por-
tions around each band. Thus, the hydrophobic coating
method of the applicant’s teachings can be employed in com-
bination with a liquid extraction surface sampling probe to
provide enhanced sensitivity, reduced sample loss, and elimi-
nation of contamination of other sample regions when mul-
tiple sample regions are present on the same absorptive layer.

All literature and similar material cited in this application,
including, but not limited to, patents, patent applications,
articles, books, treatises, and web pages, regardless of the
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format of such literature and similar materials, are expressly
incorporated by reference in their entirety. In the event that
one or more of the incorporated literature and similar mate-
rials differs from or contradicts this application, including but
not limited to defined terms, term usage, described tech-
niques, or the like, this application controls.

While the applicant’s teachings have been particularly
shown and described with reference to specific illustrative
embodiments, it should be understood that various changes in
form and detail may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the teachings. Therefore, all embodiments that
come within the scope and spirit of the teachings, and equiva-
lents thereto, are claimed. The descriptions and diagrams of
the methods of the applicant’s teachings should not be read as
limited to the described order of elements unless stated to that
effect.

While the applicant’s teachings have been described in
conjunction with various embodiments and examples, itis not
intended that the applicant’s teachings be limited to such
embodiments or examples. On the contrary, the applicant’s
teachings encompass various alternatives, modifications, and
equivalents, as will be appreciated by those of skill in the art,
and all such modifications or variations are believed to be
within the sphere and scope of the applicant’s teachings.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for extracting a sample analyte with a liquid,
comprising:

a sample collection device comprising a continuous por-
tion of porous sample collection material, the porous
sample collection material being capable of absorbing
the sample such that the sample penetrates below the
surface of the porous sample collection material;

predetermined regions of the continuous porous sample
collection material defining barrier regions for contain-
ing the flow of sample extraction liquid;

a hydrophobic material coating the porous sample collec-
tion material in the barrier regions for containing the
flow of sample extraction liquid, the hydrophobic mate-
rial comprising patterns in the porous sample collection
material forming sample wells prior to depositing the
sample, the sample wells being non-reactive with the
analyte;

aliquid extraction surface sampling probe for applying the
extraction liquid to the surface of the porous sample
collection material, and for withdrawing extraction liq-
uid containing extracted sample from the same surface
of the porous sample collection material through the
liquid extraction surface sampling probe; and

further comprising ionizing the extracted dissolved sample
material downstream of the porous material and the
liquid extraction surface sampling probe.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the porous sample col-

lection material comprises a hydrophilic material.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the porous sample col-
lection material is selected from a group consisting of paper,
fabric, porous ceramic material and a combination thereof.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein a substrate provides
mechanical support to the porous sample collection material.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the hydrophobic material
is selected from a group consisting of silicone, fluorinated
alkane, and waxes.

6. The system of claim 1 further comprising hydrophobic
barriers and moats to contain overflow of the sample from the
sample wells.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein a hydrophobic layer is
provided over the porous sample collection material contain-
ing the sample.
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8. The system of claim 1 wherein the hydrophobic material
comprises a solid phase at 293.15 K.

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the sample comprises a
biological material.

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the sample comprises
blood.

11. The system of claim 1 wherein the liquid comprises a
solvent that dissolves the sample.

12. The system of claim 1 wherein a device for ionizing the
dissolved sample material is selected from the group consist-
ing of an electrospray ionization device, an atmospheric
chemical ionization device, an inductively coupled plasma
ionization device, and an atmospheric photo ionization
device.

13. The system of claim 12 wherein the ionized dissolved
sample material is analyzed by a mass spectrometer.

14. A method of extracting a sample analyte from a sample
collection material having a surface, the method comprising
the steps of:

defining barrier regions in the sample collection material;

applying a hydrophobic material to the porous sample col-

lection material at the barrier regions to impede the flow
of extraction liquid and sample through the barrier
regions, the hydrophobic material defining patterns in
the porous sample collection material forming sample
wells prior to depositing the sample, the sample wells
being non-reactive with the analyte;

depositing a sample on the surface of the porous sample

collection material, the sample penetrating below the
surface of the porous collection material;

dispensing a sample extraction liquid on the surface of the

sample collection material with a liquid extraction sur-
face sampling probe to dissolve the sample to form a
dissolved sample analyte, the barrier regions retarding
the spread of the extraction liquid through the porous
sample collection material;

extracting the dissolved sample analyte from the same

sample surface through the liquid extraction surface
sampling probe, the extraction liquid including the
extracted sample analyte being withdrawn by the nega-
tive pressure from porous sample collection material
through the liquid extraction surface sampling probe;
and

further comprising ionizing the extracted dissolved sample

analyte downstream of the porous material and the sur-
face sampling probe.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the porous sample
collection material comprises a hydrophilic material.

16. The method of claim 14 wherein the porous sample
collection material is selected from a group consisting of
paper, fabric, porous ceramic material and a combination
thereof.

17. The method of claim 14 wherein a mechanical support
is provided to the porous sample collection material by a
substrate.

18. The method of claim 14 wherein the hydrophobic mate-
rial is selected from a group consisting of silicone, fluorinated
alkane, and waxes.

19. The method of claim 14 further providing hydrophobic
barriers and moats to contain overflow of the sample from the
sample wells.

20. The method of claim 14 wherein a hydrophobic layer is
provided over the region of the porous sample collection
material containing the sample.

21. The method of claim 14 wherein the hydrophobic mate-
rial comprises a solid phase at 293.15 K.
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22. The method of claim 14 wherein the sample is embed-
ded in the porous sample collection material.

23. The method of claim 14 wherein the sample comprises
a biological material.

24. The method of claim 23 wherein the sample comprises
blood.

25. The method of claim 14 wherein the liquid comprises a
solvent that dissolves the sample.

26. The method of claim 1 wherein a device for ionizing the
dissolved sample material is selected from the group consist-
ing of an electrospray ionization device, an atmospheric
chemical ionization device, an inductively coupled plasma
ionization device, and an atmospheric photo ionization
device.

27. The method of claim 26 wherein the ionized dissolved
sample material is analyzed by a mass spectrometer.
28. The system of claim 1, wherein the barrier regions are

atleast in part below a surface of the porous sample collection
material.
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29. The system of claim 28, wherein the barrier regions
define a plurality of sample wells in the sample collection
material.

30. The system of claim 29, wherein barrier regions define
side barrier regions and a connected bottom barrier region.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the side barrier
regions of the wells are surrounded by uncoated porous
sample collection material to define an overflow region.

32. The system of claim 31, wherein the overtflow region is
surrounded by a barrier region defining moat walls for con-
fining solvent overflowing from a sample well within the
overflow region.

33. The system of claim 1, wherein the barrier region is at
a surface of the sample collection material.

34. The method of claim 14, wherein the barrier regions are
at least in part below the surface of the porous sample collec-
tion material, the hydrophobic material penetrating the
porous sample collection material below the surface to coat
porous sample collection material in the barrier regions below
the surface.



